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With special thanks to Eric Simonoff, David Gale,
Dan Potash, Rob Gramzay, and all our friends at the
Central Park Zoo—J.R.and P. P.
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n the middle of New York City there is a great big park

callea Central Park. Children love to play there. [t has a
tfoy-boat pona where they can sail their boats. It has a carousel

to ride on in the summer and an ice rink to skate on in the winter:




Best of all, it hag its very own zoo.
Every day families of all kinas go fo visit _
the animals that live there. ..




But children and their parents
arent the only families at the zoo.
The animals make families of their
ownh. There are red panda bear
families, with mothers and fathers

and furry red panda
bear cubs. There are

. Mmonkey dads and
monhKey moms  raising
noiSy monkey  babies.
There are toad families, and toucan
families, and cotton-top
tamarin families too.







Ana in the penguin house there are penguin families.




£ | Every year at the very same time, the girl penguing start noticing the
g boy penguins. And the boy penguins start noticing the girls. When
_— the right girl ana the right boy fina each other; they become a couple.




Two penguins in the penguin house were a little bit different.
One was hamed Roy, and the other was hamed Silo.
Roy and Silo were both boys. But they dia everything together:




Wherever Roy went, Silo went too.




They didnt spend much time with the girl penguing, and the girl penguing didnt spend
much time with them. [nstead, Roy and Silo wound their necks around each other: Their keeper Mr:
Gramzay noticed the two penguing ana thought to himgelf, " They must be in love.”




Roy ana Silo watchea how the other penguing made a home.
So they built a nest of stones for themselves. Every night Roy
ana Silo slept there together; just like the other penguin couples.




Ana every morning Roy ana Silo woke up together:
But one day Roy and Silo saw that the other
couples could do something they could not




The mama penguin would lay an egg. She ana the papa
penguin would take turns keeping the egg warm until finally, it
would hatch. And then there woula be a baby penguin.




Roy and Silo had no egg to sit on and keep warm.
They had no baby chick to feed and cuddle and love.
Their nest was nice, but it was a little empty.




One day Roy found
something that looked
like what the other
penguins were
hatching ana he
prought it to their nest

[t was only a rock,
but Silo carefully sat on it.

Bhd sl . ..



And sat.

When Silo got sleepy, he slept. And when Silo was done sleeping and sitting,
he swam ana Roy sat. Day after day Silo ana Roy sat on the rock.




But nothing happened.




Then Mr Gramzay got an idea.




He found an egg that heeded 1o be carea for;
ana he brought it fo Roy and Silos nest.




Roy and Silo knew just what to do. They moved the egg o the center of their nest.
Every day they turned it, so each side stayed warm. Some days Roy sat while Silo
went for food. Other days it was Silos turn o take care of their egg.




They sat in the morning, and they sat at hight.
They sat through lunchtime ana swim time and supper:

They sat at the beginning of the month, ana they saf at the end
of the month, ana they cat all of the days in between.




Until one day they heard a sound coming from inside their egg.
Peep, peep. Peep, peep, it said.
Roy and Silo called back, Squawk, squawk.
Peep, peep, answered the egg.




Suddenly a tiny hole appeared in the eggs shell
Ana then ...




Out came their very own baby! She had fuzzy white feathers and a
funny black beak. Now Roy and Silo were fathers. “Well call her
Tango,” Mr. Gramzay decided, "because it takes two to make a Tango.”




Roy and Silo taught Tango how to cing for them when she was hungry.
They fea her fooa from their beaks. They snuggled her in their nest at night.

Tango was the very first penguin in the zoo o have two daddies.







Soon Tango grew strong ehough to leave
the nest. Roy ana Silo took her for a swim, just
like all the other penguin families.

And all the children who came to the zoo
could see Tango and her two fathers
playing in the pehguin house with the
other pehguins.

‘Hooray, Roy!" “Hooray, SiloI” “Welcome,
Tango!” they cheered.







At night the three penguins returned fo their nest

There they snugglea together and, like all the other penguins inthe penguin
hougse, and all the other animals in the zoo, and all the families in the big

city arouna them, they went 1o sleep.
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AUTHORS NOTE
Aﬂ of the events in thic story are true. Roy and Silo are

alled chinstrap penguing because of the delicate line of

black feathers that loops under their beaks, as it to hold a
hat in place. After years of living side by side in the Central Park
Z00, they discoverea each other in 1998 and they have been a
couple ever since. Tango, their only chick, was born from an egg
laid by another penguin couple named Betty and Porkey. That
couple haa often hatched their own eggs, but they haa never been
able to care for more than one at a time. [h 2000, when Betty laid
two ferfile eggs, Rob Gramzay decidea to give Roy, Silo, ana one
of those eggs a chance to become a tamily.

f you go to the Central Park Zoo, you can see Tango and her
parents splashing about in the pehguin house along with their
friends, including Nipper, Squawk, Charlie, Wasabi, and Piwi.
There are forty-two chinstrap penguins in the Central Park Zoo
and over tenh million chinstraps in the world.

But there i only one Tango.

A




or aflightless bird, Tango has traveled remarkably
far over the past ten years. On her way around the
globe she has acelightea countless Kids, changea
some minds about what makes a family, and ruffled more
than a few feathers.

What stands out® First has fo be the fifth graders

who got up in their Manhattan gymnasium, speeches in hand,

fo explain why their class was giving our book an award for
furthering Martin Luther King Jr's dream. Becoming the
most banhed book in the country was memorable, but hot
more so than meeting the irrepressible Judith Krug, the late
eader of the American Library Associations Office for
Intellectual Freedom, who for years fiercely defended the
freedom to read. So many generous people stood up for
our book over these years, from small-town librarians and
Kindergarten teachers, to stringers on local nhewspapers,
cschool board members, activists, and authors. We are

indebtea to them alll
There were sobering developments, like Singapores

AFTERWORD TO THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

decision to remove every copy of our book from
it libraries and pulp them. And joyful ones, like the
outpouring of support that followed, culminating in a read
in at the Singapore National Library where hundreds of
parents simply sat and read their children our book. The
government backed down.

Life today is different in so many ways from life
in 2005. But for all of the major social and political
developments of the last ten years, to us the most
sighificant has been the most local. Following in the
webbea footsteps of Roy and Silo, we had a daughter: It is
to her that we dedicate this tenth anniversary edition of a
book that we hope will continue o spread the word about
unconventional families and inspire others to join in the
adventure.

For Gemma

—PPand JR.

For KK, with love and admiration
—H.C.



“A touching and delightful varitation on a major theme.”—Maurice Sendak

“Isn’t this what I’ve been te“ing you people all along? Now get out there,
love one another, and stop calling names!”—Harvey Flerstein

“A charming and adorable story that proves love isn’t confined by a set of rules
of what’s right or wrong. Love is Love.”—Nathan Lane and Devlin Elliot

“A little miracle for children. Funny, tender, and true, the story of Tango
will delight young readers and open their minds.”—John Lithgow

“Charming! And Tango Makes Three proves that all kinds
of love can create a Family. ”-——\X/endy Wasserstein

ASPCA Henry Bergh Children's Book Award winner ¢ Lambda Literary Award finalist

A Bank Street Best Children's Book of the Year « CBC/NCSS Notable Social Studies Book
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