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A B S T R A C T

What this paper is examining

On September 25, 2026, an anonymous poster on 4chan's paranormal board, /x/, opened a thread with a short question: "I

don't like it here anymore, can we go home?" Over the next sixteen hours, other posters supplied radically different

meanings for "here," "home," suffering, death, enlightenment, and escape. The thread moved through Mahayana Buddhist

literature, Qumran-derived mystical language, Christian eschatological language, jokes, racial abuse, cyclical cosmology,

conspiracy theories about "the elite," biological pessimism, "Matrix" and cave metaphors, modern "loosh" cosmology,

explicit suicide-related statements, and finally the question "where is home?" See the primary thread.

This paper treats the thread not as the manifesto of a single person but as an anonymous, multi-author digital artifact.

That distinction is essential. 4chan does not require account registration; posts left without an identifying name appear as

"Anonymous," while tripcodes can be used when a poster wishes to establish continuity of identity. The site also

automatically prunes threads, often within hours or days. We therefore cannot responsibly combine anonymous posts into

one psychological profile or assume they represent one coherent worldview. See the 4chan FAQ.

The paper employs five separate modes of analysis: textual provenance, historical comparison, empirical fact-checking,

psychological/rhetorical analysis, and biblical interpretation. These modes are intentionally kept distinct. A quotation can

be authentic without its cosmology thereby becoming true. A feeling can be genuine without the explanation constructed

around it being demonstrated. A psychological mechanism can help explain why an argument is attractive without

proving that its speaker is mentally ill. And Scripture can contradict a theological claim without functioning as laboratory

evidence for an empirical one.

The central pattern:

real suffering or alienation → global judgment about existence → hidden

metaphysical explanation → increasing certainty beyond the available evidence

→ escape presented as knowledge or liberation.

The most important corrective is therefore not that the suffering is unreal. Several of the thread's starting observations are

serious and recognizable: people suffer; biological drives constrain behavior; institutions can deceive; pleasure can fail to

satisfy; humans experience alienation; and Scripture itself contains severe lament. The problem occurs where an experience

is made to prove more than it can prove.

C E N T R A L  T H E S I S

The feeling may be real. The cosmology still has to be proved.
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Biblically, Christianity does not answer existential despair by pretending creation is presently painless. Ecclesiastes can say

"Therefore I hated life" (Ecclesiastes 2:17), while Romans 8 describes creation as groaning under corruption. Yet the biblical

account does not consequently identify material creation as an evil prison or death as the means of liberation. Genesis calls

creation good; John declares that the Word became flesh; Romans anticipates "the redemption of our body"; Paul names

death an enemy; and Revelation ends not with souls permanently fleeing Earth but with renewed creation, resurrection

hope, and God dwelling with humanity.

CREATION → CORRUPTION → LAMENT → REDEMPTION → RESURRECTION

→ RESTORATION
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C O N T E N T S

Road map
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I. The Thread as Evidence: What Are We Actually
Studying?

Before interpreting anything, we have to establish what the object of study is.

The thread appeared on 4chan's /x/ - Paranormal board. The opening post, No. 43006683, was timestamped September 25,

2026 at 14:50:03 EDT. At the research snapshot used for this paper on September 26, the last visible response was No.

43009493, timestamped 07:19:03 EDT. The thread remained live when rechecked later that morning. See the primary

thread and the Library of Rickandria web edition.

That sounds like a small technical detail. It is actually foundational.

4chan describes itself as an image-based bulletin board where people can participate without registering an account. Its

own FAQ explains that a tripcode can help identify continuity between posts, while threads eventually stop bumping,

descend through the board, and are automatically pruned. Once content expires, 4chan says it is removed from its servers.

See the 4chan FAQ.

"Anonymous" is not a username.

Absent a stable identifier such as a tripcode, anonymous posts cannot responsibly be merged into a single

psychological biography.

We cannot take the opening poster, the person talking about Christ, the "elite" poster, the suicide-related poster, and the

person asking "where is home?" and turn them into one individual undergoing an ideological transformation. They may

all be different people.

There is one notable exception. Posts No. 43006758 and 43007655 carry the same secure-looking tripcode, LV !!

P38zFLDUYUh. A tripcode is the mechanism 4chan provides for establishing continuity of posting identity. It is therefore

reasonable to treat those two Buddhist quotations as coming from the same tripcode-holder, though even a tripcode does

not tell us who the person is offline.

The thread is better understood as a temporary conversational ecosystem in which unrelated people bring different

traditions and moods into contact with the OP's ambiguous sentence. That sentence is the seed. Everything after it is an

interpretation.
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II. Methodology: Five Questions for Every Claim

Instead of beginning with "Is this person crazy?" or "Is this Gnosticism?", the paper asks five narrower questions.

1. What was actually said?

This is the textual question. We establish the wording, post number, reply relationships, date, and identifiable source

quotations before interpreting them.

2. What kind of claim is being made?

"I hate living here" is not the same kind of proposition as "intelligent people cannot enjoy life." The first can be personal

testimony. The second is an empirical generalization. "The world is controlled by archons" is metaphysical. "Matthew says

X" is textual. "The elites are miserable" is an assertion about other people's mental states. Different claims demand different

evidence.

3. What evidence is actually offered?

A claim can be conceivable without being demonstrated. The classification table below describes the evidentiary labels used

throughout the paper.

Status Meaning

Verified The specific textual, historical, or empirical claim can be independently corroborated.

Supported Evidence points in the claim's direction but does not establish every part of it.

Mixed Some components are defensible while others exceed the evidence.

Unsupported The thread supplies no adequate evidence for the proposition.

Unfalsifiable / presently
untestable

The proposition is formulated so that ordinary evidence cannot decisively confirm or disconfirm
it.

Phenomenological It reports an experience or feeling; the experience may be sincere even when its proposed cause
is uncertain.

Theological It is a doctrinal interpretation and must be compared with the relevant religious sources.

Ambiguous / rhetorical Joke, insult, metaphor, aphorism, irony, or language whose literal commitment cannot safely be
inferred.

4. What reasoning or rhetorical mechanism is operating?

Psychology can help here, but only with restraint. We can identify overgeneralization, personification, self-sealing

reasoning, identity protection, or the appeal of total explanations without diagnosing anonymous posters. Research on

conspiracy belief, for example, discusses epistemic motives, existential motives concerning control and security, and social

motives concerning identity. Those are population-level patterns, not tools for reading a psychiatric chart through a 4chan

post. See Douglas, Sutton & Cichocka.
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5. What does Scripture actually say?

This paper uses the Authorized King James Version, Pure Cambridge Edition, as its controlling English Scripture text. An

external edition is available from Bible Protector. Scripture links in this paper open an external KJV reader for accessibility;

quotations themselves were checked against the supplied Pure Cambridge Edition.

The scriptural section is not allowed to cheat either. If a poster makes a biology claim, quoting a verse does not substitute

for biological evidence. If a poster attributes a doctrine to Christianity, however, the relevant question really is textual and

theological: does Scripture teach what is being attributed to it?

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21
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III. Three Argument Maps That Recur Throughout
the Thread

Several different posters repeatedly move through versions of the same argumentative architecture.

THE ANTI-COSMIC PATHWAY

I experience suffering →  existence itself is defective →  this world is fundamentally wrong →  I do

not belong here →  my true home must be elsewhere →  escape becomes salvation.

THE CONTROL PATHWAY

I experience biological/social constraint →  constraint must express intention →  an agent must want

this →  the hidden agent is manipulating us →  awareness separates the awakened from the cattle.

THE GNOSTIC-CONSPIRATORIAL PATHWAY

ordinary appearances are deceptive →  most people accept appearances →  hidden knowledge reveals

the real structure →  disbelief demonstrates ignorance →  suffering becomes evidence that the

hidden theory is correct.

None of those chains is logically inevitable. A person can suffer without existence being intrinsically evil. A biological

system can exert powerful causal influence without possessing conscious intention. Governments and corporations can

deceive without one hidden "elite" controlling reality. A mystical experience can be meaningful without furnishing

infallible information about metaphysics.

The burden of this paper is not to deny the first observation in each chain. It is to examine the bridges between

observations.
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IV. Walking Through the Thread: “Can We Go
Home?”

Post 43006683 opens: "I don't like it here anymore, can we go home?" See the primary thread.

Nothing in that sentence identifies "here." It could mean the thread, contemporary society, Earth, embodied existence, a

stage of life, or something explicitly spiritual. Likewise, "home" is unspecified.

That ambiguity is important because nearly every subsequent worldview in the thread can fit itself into the sentence. A

Buddhist can hear samsara. A Christian can hear heaven. A Gnostic can hear the divine realm beyond the cosmos. A

suicidal reader can hear death. A joker can hear a child wanting to leave dinner. The sentence functions almost like a

projective surface.

Psychologically, spatial language can give existential distress a geography: the problem is here; relief is somewhere else. That

does not make the feeling false. It does mean that "somewhere else" has not yet been established.

Biblically, there is real pilgrim language. Hebrews 13:14 says, "For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to

come." Philippians 3:20 likewise says, "For our conversation is in heaven." But these passages cannot be isolated from the

Bible's equally strong language of earthly vocation, bodily resurrection, and renewed creation. Christianity contains a sense

of exile without requiring contempt for embodiment.

The "eat your peas" joke

Post 43006693 responds with a parent-at-the-dinner-table joke. There is little to fact-check. Its function is tonal: it

temporarily domesticates an existential question into childish impatience. That can be funny. It can also miss what

someone means if the opening post is communicating genuine distress.

The methodological lesson is simple: a joke is not necessarily a doctrine. Internet analysis goes wrong when irony,

shitposting, metaphor, roleplay, and literal belief are indiscriminately treated as autobiographical confessions.
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V. The Buddhist Intervention: A Real Text, Not a
Proof of Cosmology

Post 43006758 introduces a passage beginning, "Samsara is the bodhisattva's garden and grove..." Later, No. 43007655

continues the same passage with references to maras, meditation, paramitas, aids to enlightenment, the Dharma body, and

bodhisattva activity. Both posts carry the same tripcode.

Source finding: the quotation is authentic. It appears in Bhikshu Dharmamitra's English translation of the Flower

Adornment Sutra (Avatamsaka Sutra), Chapter 38. Read the translation excerpt

That matters because a weak Christian rebuttal would call anything unfamiliar "fake Buddhism." It is not fake.

But the next distinction matters just as much: quotation authenticity is not cosmological verification. We have established

that the poster correctly cited a Mahayana Buddhist text. That establishes what this Buddhist text teaches. It does not

independently establish rebirth, karma, maras, Buddhahood, or Buddhist metaphysics.

There is also an irony in how the quotation functions within this thread. The OP expresses a desire to leave. The Mahayana

passage praises the bodhisattva for not simply abandoning samsara but remaining engaged for the sake of sentient beings.

So, even on its own terms, this particular Buddhist intervention is not uncomplicated escapism.

There is an interesting comparison with Christ's prayer in John 17:15: "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the

world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil." The resemblance should not be exaggerated. Christianity and

Mahayana Buddhism differ profoundly concerning God, creation, selfhood, sin, salvation, resurrection, and ultimate

reality. But both passages resist the crude equation spiritual insight = physically escaping the suffering world as quickly as

possible.
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VI. “Earth Ruined My Life”: Testimony and Causal
Compression

Post 43006761 says, in effect, that Earth ruined the poster's life. As testimony, this may communicate something severe and

sincere. As causal explanation, however, "Earth" is doing far too much work.

"Earth" combines natural limitation, disease, mortality, institutions, other people, one's own decisions, chance, economics,

culture, relationships, biological drives, and perhaps thousands of other causal factors. Compressing those into one hostile

agent gives suffering a single object. This is causal compression.

Scripture is more differentiated. Genesis 1:31 culminates in, "And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was

very good." Yet Romans 8:20-23 later describes creation as subjected to vanity and says "the whole creation groaneth and

travaileth in pain together until now." Paul does not deny suffering, nor does he conclude that creation's original essence is

evil. He speaks of creation being "delivered from the bondage of corruption" and humans awaiting "the redemption of our

body."

Biblical distinction: creation is not corruption; corruption is not identical with creaturehood; suffering is not proof

that existence was designed maliciously; redemption is not the destruction of embodied existence.
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VII. The “Inner Vision” Quotation: Qumran, Gaster,
and Internet Adaptation

Post 43007093 offers a poetic passage about reaching "inner vision," receiving knowledge, and a fountain of living waters.

This one requires more care than the Buddhist quotation.

The source family is the Qumran Hodayot, usually called the Thanksgiving Hymns or Thanksgiving Psalms. Modern

scholarship treats 1QHa and related fragments as a major collection of Qumran hymnic material. See Schuller & Newsom's

study edition.

The famous English mystical wording is associated with Theodor H. Gaster's mid-twentieth-century translation tradition.

Gaster's The Dead Sea Scriptures contains translations of the hymns and other scroll material. See the publisher's

description.

The safest conclusion is therefore: the source family is genuine Qumran/Hodayot material mediated through a modern

translation tradition, while the exact internet wording should not automatically be treated as an untouched critical

translation of the Hebrew.

This is an excellent example of why provenance matters. A quotation can be based on a real ancient text while still

accumulating stylistic adaptation during modern circulation. And again, even a perfectly translated mystical poem would

tell us what its author experienced or professed. It would not automatically prove every later cosmology a reader attaches to

"inner vision."
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VIII. Scripture Hijacking: “I Make All Things New”

Post 43007184 is one of the thread's starkest juxtapositions. A poster claims Messianic identity, describes a future involving

mass killing, engineered sexual servitude, absolute technological control, and personal immortality, and then ends with

the biblical phrase "I make all things new."

The phrase itself comes from Revelation 21:5. But the surrounding content does not. This is best described as scriptural

appropriation, not scriptural interpretation.

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more

death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain... Behold, I

make all things new.”

Revelation 21:4-5

The post therefore reverses the moral architecture of the passage. Revelation's renewal culminates in the defeat of death,

mourning, and pain. The post turns "renewal" into domination, engineered subservience, coercive sexuality, and immortal

personal control. Those ideas are not hidden in Revelation 21. They have been imported into it.

This is why quotation matching alone is insufficient in biblical study. A phrase must be read in its immediate and

canonical context.
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IX. Cycles, Waiting, and “2000 More Years”

Another poster says that "this always happens" and predicts a better "next cycle." Another later comments "2000 more years"

in response to wanting to depart with Christ. Neither provides evidence for an endless cosmic cycle or a two-thousand-year

countdown.

"Always" is especially strong. To establish it literally would require evidence across every relevant historical or cosmic

iteration. The statement functions more naturally as consolation: the present phase is bad, but the next phase will improve.

Christian eschatology works differently. Its basic biblical narrative is directional rather than endlessly cyclical: creation,

human fall, covenantal history, Christ, judgment, resurrection, and restoration. Acts 1:7 warns against confident calendars:

"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power."

2 Peter 3:8 - "one day is with the Lord as a thousand years" - is likewise not a mathematical conversion chart assigning one

thousand calendar years to each divine "day." Its immediate rhetorical purpose concerns divine perspective and

longsuffering. A Christian can await Christ without pretending to possess a date calculator Scripture does not provide.
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X. “I Want to Leave With Christ”: A Crucial
Contextual Test

Post 43007228 says, "I agree I want to leave with Christ." Christian readers must not answer this carelessly, because Paul

really does use language of departure.

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain... having a desire to depart, and to be

with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful

for you.”

Philippians 1:21-24

Taken alone, "to die is gain" can sound like sacred validation of death-seeking. But Paul does not stop there. Continued

embodied life means continued service, and he expects to remain for the Philippians' "furtherance and joy of faith."

This is reinforced by John 17:15. Christ's prayer is not "remove them immediately" but "I pray not that thou shouldest take

them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil." Christian longing for Christ cannot responsibly

be turned into a theological permission slip for suicide.
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XI. The “Normies”: Alienation Becomes Epistemic
Status

Post 43007580 complains about "normies" who supposedly see nothing wrong with the world. A follow-up mocks

stereotypical entertainment with "sportsball and twerking." There is a legitimate observation underneath the contempt:

people differ dramatically in existential sensitivity.

But the argument makes a stronger move: if you see the horror, you are awake; if you are content, your contentment proves

that you are asleep. That creates an epistemically privileged identity. Pain becomes evidence of intelligence. Ordinary

happiness becomes evidence of stupidity. Disagreement becomes evidence of programming.

This is attractive because it gives alienation a status upgrade. The person is no longer merely suffering; the suffering

demonstrates superior perception. But that conclusion needs evidence. Later in the thread, the claim becomes explicit.
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XII. The Central Nihilist-Conspiratorial Post

Post 43008352 is the thread's longest sustained argument. It claims, among other things, that elites possess hidden

knowledge, ordinary people are kept inside a Matrix or Platonic cave, powerful people cannot really enjoy life, intelligent

people cannot enjoy existence, life is blind yet "wants" reproduction, biology controls us through hunger, sex, pain, and

pleasure, life behaves like a parasite, and the world's design indicates an incompetent designer.

This passage is worth slowing down for because several different arguments are compressed into one emotional movement.

"The elite know more"

In a modest form, this is trivially plausible. Governments possess classified information. Corporations have proprietary

information. Wealthy and politically connected individuals can have access ordinary citizens do not possess. But that is not

yet the thread's claim.

The post moves from ordinary information asymmetry to an undefined entity - "THE ELITE" - that supposedly

coordinates social engineering and keeps ordinary people inside "the matrix." The necessary research questions are

therefore: Who specifically? Which institution? What plan? What documents? What mechanisms? Which decisions? What

evidence would prove the hypothesis wrong?

Without those specifications, "the elite" becomes an infinitely flexible causal placeholder. This does not mean conspiracies

never occur. They plainly do. Recent philosophical work cautions against dismissing every conspiracy theory merely by

calling it "self-sealing"; particular allegations should be assessed on their evidence and auxiliary assumptions. See Hagen.

The proper question is not: "Does it mention conspiracy?"

It is: "What specific conspiracy is being alleged, and what evidence would establish it?"

L IBRARY OF  RICKANDRIA CAN WE GO HOME?

4Chan Narrative Breakdown by VCG - September 2026 19

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/episteme/article/are-conspiracy-theories-problematically-selfsealing/58BAC2A2347BF7F7F59A64BC94752539


XIII. Plato’s Cave, The Matrix, and the Difference
Between Metaphor and Evidence

The post describes ordinary people as being kept in a cave contemplating shadows. That imagery evokes Plato's Cave

analogy, in which chained prisoners see projected images and liberation involves turning toward what is more real. See the 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

Modern readers naturally combine this with The Matrix, in which ordinary apparent reality is radically deceptive. The

metaphors are powerful because they create an immediate epistemic hierarchy: inside the cave = deceived; outside the cave =

awakened.

But a metaphor is not evidence that its speaker occupies the "outside." Anyone can say, "Everyone else sees shadows; I see

reality." Two people with mutually contradictory worldviews can make that sentence simultaneously.

The question therefore remains: what method distinguishes the person who truly discovered an error from the person who

merely redescribed disagreement as awakening? That is where evidence, falsifiability, independent corroboration, and

intellectual humility become indispensable.
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XIV. Are Intelligent People Too Smart to Enjoy Life?

The strongest empirical claim in No. 43008352 is that only foolish people can enjoy life; awareness supposedly makes

genuine enjoyment impossible. The research literature does not support that universal claim.

A systematic review found that empirical work generally shows a very weak relationship between general cognitive ability

and life satisfaction/subjective well-being; comparative studies of gifted and non-gifted youth did not show the sweeping

happiness deficit the thread requires. See the systematic review.

A 2017 meta-analysis likewise found small positive correlations between general mental ability and both job satisfaction

and life satisfaction, while also finding more complicated direct and mediated pathways. See Gonzalez-Mule, Carter &

Mount.

Evidence finding: there is no credible empirical basis for the universal statement "only stupid people enjoy life."

Intelligent people can be miserable. Intelligent people can be content. Less intelligent people can be miserable. Less

intelligent people can be content. Life satisfaction depends on far more than cognitive ability.

The 4chan claim works rhetorically because it protects itself from counterexample. Point to a happy intelligent person and

the worldview can simply answer: then that person was not truly intelligent or awake. At that point, the claim is no longer

being tested. It is defining counterexamples out of existence.
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XV. “Life Is Blind” - Then Suddenly Life Wants
Something

The same post calls life "blind." That is reasonably compatible with a naturalistic evolutionary account. Evolution by

natural selection does not require organisms to have been designed by a conscious process aiming toward a predetermined

future.

But almost immediately, the post says Life "wants" us to reproduce and "tries" to control us through sex, hunger, pain, and

pleasure. There is a category shift here. A blind process has suddenly become an intentional agent.

Biologists and philosophers of biology do commonly speak about functions - what a heart does, how a trait contributes to

survival or reproduction, how natural selection preserves certain adaptations. But biological function does not

automatically imply a conscious mind behind the process. See Teleological Notions in Biology.

Sexual desire certainly influences reproduction. Hunger influences feeding. Pain motivates avoidance. Pleasure influences

repeated behavior. Those observations are real. But "this system causally motivates organisms" is not the same proposition as

"Life is a conscious entity deliberately controlling me." The second requires an additional argument. The thread does not

provide one.
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XVI. “Life Is a Parasite”

Calling life a parasite is rhetorically vivid. Scientifically, however, "parasite" ordinarily describes an organism existing in or

on a host from which it obtains resources, generally to the host's detriment. "Life" as a whole is not straightforwardly one

organism living parasitically on a separate organism called "you."

The metaphor nevertheless tells us something psychologically important. It expresses the experience of biological desire as 

foreign domination. Hunger says eat. Sexual desire says seek. Pain says stop. Fatigue says sleep. Mortality says decline.

Someone experiencing those drives as humiliating coercion can begin to speak as though "Life" were an external enslaver.

That phenomenology deserves examination. But metaphors should not quietly change categories and reappear as

discovered entities.
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XVII. The Problem of the Designer

The post finishes by insulting whoever or whatever "constructed" reality. That creates another unresolved tension. Earlier: 

Life is blind. Later: this place was constructed badly. Those are different explanations.

If the serious argument underneath the anger is "A wise, good, powerful Creator would not create a world containing this

much suffering, compulsion, predation, disease, frustration, and death," then we have entered the classical problem of evil.

That is a serious philosophical and theological problem.

But an insult directed at an imagined designer is not yet an argument about divine attributes, freedom, natural evil,

fallenness, eschatology, or theodicy.

Christianity's answer also cannot simply be "the world is fine." Scripture plainly refuses that answer. Romans 8:22 says

creation groans. Ecclesiastes 2:17 says, "Therefore I hated life." Job 3 presents catastrophic lament. Christianity therefore

agrees with the thread at one important point: something is badly wrong with present human existence. Where it differs is

in identifying what is wrong and whether corruption is creation's deepest identity.
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XVIII. Psychology Without Armchair Diagnosis

At this point it would be easy to start assigning disorders to anonymous posters. That would be irresponsible. We do not

know their medical history, whether particular comments are sincere, whether some are jokes or roleplay, or whether two

"Anonymous" posts came from the same person.

This paper does not diagnose depression, psychosis, paranoia, narcissism, schizophrenia, or any other disorder.

It analyzes words, arguments, rhetorical structures, and publicly available evidence.

What we can study is rhetoric and reasoning. Research by Karen Douglas, Robbie Sutton, and Aleksandra Cichocka

organizes recurring motivations associated with conspiracy belief into epistemic motives - the desire to understand an

uncertain environment; existential motives concerning control and security; and social motives concerning the self and

group. The authors also caution that conspiracy belief does not necessarily satisfy those motives. See The Psychology of

Conspiracy Theories.

That framework helps us understand why comprehensive hidden-agent explanations can be appealing without telling us

why any specific anonymous poster believes anything.
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XIX. The Psychology of “Awakening”

"Awakening" narratives have several psychological advantages. They transform confusion into explanation; powerlessness

into possession of secret knowledge; loneliness into membership in an epistemic minority; and suffering into evidence.

THE CLOSED CIRCUIT

I suffer →  therefore I see.

You do not suffer →  therefore you do not see.

You disagree →  your disagreement proves you remain trapped.

That structure is what we mean here by self-sealing. But even this term must be handled carefully. Hagen's critique warns

that not every conspiracy belief is completely impervious to contrary evidence and that self-sealing should be demonstrated

in the specific case rather than used as a sneer against an entire category of people.

See Are Conspiracy Theories Problematically Self-Sealing?. The rule here is simple: a particular proposition becomes

epistemically defective when every possible observation is reinterpreted as confirmation.
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XX. The Seduction of Total Explanations

"The elite." "The Matrix." "Life." "The archons." "The parasite." "The system." Each can function as a total explanatory agent.

Real life, however, contains thousands of overlapping causes. A rent increase may involve monetary policy, housing supply,

local regulation, landlord decisions, wages, demographics, and individual circumstances. Media distortion may involve

advertiser incentives, political ideology, audience capture, organizational culture, social-media algorithms, errors,

institutional pressures, and sometimes deliberate deception. Biological suffering can involve evolutionary tradeoffs, disease,

aging, environmental conditions, randomness, and inherited physiology.

A total explanation compresses all this complexity: one hidden agent did it. This is cognitively efficient. It can also become

evidentially dangerous.

Research has found that conspiracy beliefs can sometimes form mutually supportive networks around a broader belief that

authorities are concealing reality. In one study, even mutually incompatible conspiracy claims were positively associated

because they shared an underlying cover-up belief. See Wood, Douglas & Sutton.

That does not prove the 4chan poster holds contradictory theories. It helps explain why a generalized hidden-controller

framework can become capable of absorbing many otherwise disconnected observations.
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XXI. Nihilism, Pessimism, Antinatalism, and
Gnosticism Are Not Synonyms

Nihilism, in contemporary philosophy of life's meaning, can refer to the position that the conditions required for

meaningful life do not obtain. It is not simply another name for sadness or depression. See The Meaning of Life.

Pessimism may concern the balance of suffering and value in existence without necessarily claiming that meaning is

impossible.

Antinatalism concerns procreation. The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy describes local and global antinatalist

positions opposing procreation in different scopes. See Parenthood and Procreation.

Gnosticism is a contested historical category applied to diverse ancient texts and movements involving various

configurations of divine transcendence, cosmology, revelation, salvation, and gnosis.

These can overlap. They are not interchangeable. Someone can be a philosophical pessimist without believing in archons.

Someone can be antinatalist without believing life is meaningless. Someone can believe life lacks cosmic meaning without

believing matter was created by a demiurge. And someone can use "Gnostic" imagery while knowing almost nothing about

historical Gnostic texts. Precision matters because vague labels create false genealogies.
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XXII. Historical Gnosticism Versus Internet
“Gnosticism”

It is tempting to call the entire thread "Gnostic." There is a genuine resemblance. Certain ancient texts conventionally

grouped under Gnostic labels distinguish the highest God from lower cosmic rulers or a lower creator and describe

salvation in terms of revelatory knowledge and transcendence of the present order.

But modern scholarship repeatedly warns that "Gnosticism" is not one tidy ancient religion. Michael Allen Williams

argued that the category can create a false impression of a monolithic movement when the relevant ancient traditions are

diverse. See Rethinking "Gnosticism".

Recent scholarship likewise cautions against importing the demiurge mythology of one text into every work classified as

Gnostic. One example is scholarship on the Gospel of Truth, where older interpretive assumptions are being revisited. See 

Harvard Theological Review.

Best historical wording: the thread repeatedly exhibits an anti-cosmic or Gnostic-like structure. That is different

from saying the thread accurately reproduces historical Gnosticism.

The structural resemblance is real: the experienced world is defective; the true self belongs elsewhere; hidden knowledge

reveals the imprisonment; ordinary people remain ignorant; liberation requires awakening from the system. But modern

prison-planet discourse is a digital syncretism, not simply second-century religion reposted on 4chan.
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XXIII. From Ancient Gnosis to the Modern “Prison
Planet”

A useful contemporary study appeared in Frontiers in Sociology in 2025. Annika Barzen examined prison-planet conspiracy

discourse on YouTube using a qualitative grounded-theory approach. The material combined Gnostic writings with

modern spiritual and New Age ideas and interpreted Earth as a metaphysical prison involving a demiurge, archons,

manipulation, and energy extraction. See Barzen 2025.

The study is especially relevant because it documents contemporary use of "Loosh" as negative energy supposedly generated

by suffering and harvested within the prison system.

Its limits matter. It analyzed a specific corpus of online material rather than a statistically representative sample of everyone

who believes in a prison-planet theory. Its findings describe a discourse, not a universal prison-planet believer. That

limitation is exactly the kind of caution this paper tries to preserve.
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XXIV. Where “Loosh” Comes From

The thread's suicide-related post says God and demonic beings want the poster's "loosh." The term has a traceable modern

source.

Robert A. Monroe used the term in his 1985 book Far Journeys. In a section framed as extraordinary experiential material,

Monroe recounts a cosmological narrative in which something called Loosh is produced and valued by beings elsewhere.

An online transcription of the relevant chapter is available here: Far Journeys - The Mystery of Loosh.

Later occult and prison-planet communities developed that imagery into broader theories of Earth as an energy farm. Two

distinctions are essential. First, Monroe's book really does contain the term, so dismissing "loosh" as a word invented

yesterday on Reddit or 4chan would be false. Second, the fact that the term appears in a visionary/experiential book is not

scientific evidence that an independently measurable substance called loosh exists.

There is no demonstrated chain: Monroe reported it → therefore demons harvest human suffering → therefore a

particular person's suffering is being deliberately generated as food. Modern prison-planet discourse adds interpretive layers

to Monroe, and individual users may add Gnostic archons, Christian demons, simulation theory, reincarnation traps,

aliens, AI, or other systems. That is syncretism.
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XXV. The Biblical Problem With “Loosh Theology”

Even if we temporarily leave empirical verification aside, "God needs human suffering-energy" conflicts directly with

biblical theology.

“Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he

giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.”

Acts 17:25

Acts 17 reverses the loosh economy. In the prison-farm model, creatures supply the deity. In Acts, God supplies creatures.

The biblical God is not maintained by suffering output.

The same passage says God "hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth" (Acts 17:26).

That also matters when the thread later turns racial. Scripture undercuts both cosmic predation theology and ethnic

contempt from the same theological foundation: creaturely life comes from God, and humanity shares a common origin.
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XXVI. The Racist Interruption

Post 43008456 responds to the Buddhist tripcode-holder with racial and ethnic abuse rather than engaging the Buddhist

text. The wording need not be reproduced here.

Argumentatively, this is straightforward. Whether the quotation comes from India, China, Sri Lanka, the United States,

or anywhere else has no bearing on whether the quotation is authentic or whether its doctrine is true. Attacking an

imagined ethnicity instead of the claim is an ad hominem and genetic fallacy.

Ironically, the Buddhist passage it attacks is one of the more easily verified source quotations in the entire thread. See the

source text.

The scriptural correction is direct. James 3:9-10 observes that human beings bless God and curse people "which are made

after the similitude of God," concluding, "My brethren, these things ought not so to be." Acts 17:26 likewise speaks of God

making "of one blood all nations of men."
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XXVII. “Wherever You Go, There You Are”

Post 43008684 offers the aphorism, "Wherever you go, there you are." This is psychologically more useful than it first

appears. Pure escape fantasies frequently assume that changing environments will leave the self behind. But memory,

habits, guilt, fears, relationships, expectations, and unresolved internal conflict often travel.

Still, the aphorism should not be absolutized. Environment matters. Leaving an abusive household matters. Escaping war

matters. Changing a destructive social environment matters. Getting away from an exploitative workplace matters.

More defensible formulation: some suffering is environmental; some suffering travels with the person; most real

cases involve interaction between the two.
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XXVIII. Suicide Enters the Metaphysics

Post 43008690 says suicide is "no crime" amid language about endless forms and evil clones. A later post, No. 43008920,

goes considerably further: the poster describes wanting to die in a deliberately sacrificial context and indicates active

searching for a way to accomplish it. The operational detail is deliberately omitted from this paper.

That omission is methodological, not evasive. The National Institute of Mental Health lists wanting to die and making a

plan or researching ways to die among warning signs of suicide. See NIMH warning signs.

The World Health Organization's guidance for media professionals emphasizes responsible coverage because

sensationalized or method-focused treatment can contribute to harm, whereas responsible framing can support

prevention. See WHO 2023 guidance.

Therefore, once the thread passes from philosophical statements about death to a poster describing active death-oriented

research, the category changes. This is no longer merely "What did Schopenhauer think about existence?" It has become a

safety-relevant communication.
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XXIX. “Suicide Is No Crime”: Legal, Moral, and
Metaphysical Equivocation

The phrase "suicide is no crime" is logically slippery. It can mean:

suicide is not criminalized in a particular jurisdiction - a legal proposition;

suicide is morally permissible - an ethical proposition;

suicide is spiritually safe - a theological proposition; or

suicide liberates consciousness from a prison planet - a metaphysical proposition.

Those are four different claims. Proving one does not prove the others.

Within an anti-cosmic worldview, however, suicide can become especially dangerous because death is no longer described

merely as cessation. It can be redescribed as escape from captivity. The metaphysics supplies the act with a heroic or

liberating narrative. That is exactly where intellectual criticism and safety ethics intersect.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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XXX. Scripture’s Immediate Response to Self-
Destruction

Acts 16:27-28 gives a strikingly practical biblical scene. When the Philippian jailer assumes the prisoners have escaped and

prepares to kill himself, Paul's immediate response is:

“Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.”

Acts 16:28

Notice what Paul does not do. He does not begin with a lecture on metaphysics. He does not romanticize death. He does

not shame the man. He interrupts the act. Presence comes first. Then conversation. Then the rest of the story.

Romans 14:7-8 likewise resists the idea that one's life and death exist in absolute isolation: "For none of us liveth to himself,

and no man dieth to himself." Biblical Christianity can speak about longing for Christ and the hope beyond death while

still refusing to turn death into a self-administered sacrament of escape.
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XXXI. The “Real Self” and the Problem of
Phenomenology

Post 43008977 reports a fleeting encounter with a "real self" and says the poster asked to leave but was told no. We have

almost no contextual information.

"Was told" could refer to prayer, inner speech, a dream, meditation, an altered state, imagination, a dissociative experience,

a perceived supernatural communication, or simply poetic internet language.

Two opposite mistakes are possible. The skeptical mistake is: "I cannot independently verify it, therefore the person

experienced nothing." The credulous mistake is: "The person experienced something, therefore their interpretation of its

supernatural source is correct."

Methodological distinction: phenomenology asks what the person reports experiencing. Ontology asks what

actually existed and caused the experience.

We may take a testimony seriously without pretending to possess information the testimony itself cannot establish.
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XXXII. “Where Is Home?”

At No. 43009035 someone finally asks the question implicit in the OP: "where is home?" This is where the Christian answer

requires precision.

A common internet-Christian answer is simply "heaven." That is not entirely wrong, but it is incomplete. Philippians

3:20-21 says, "For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ," then

immediately says Christ "shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body."

Christian citizenship is heavenly. Christian hope is bodily. Revelation 21:1-3 then reverses the imagery of permanent

evacuation: John sees the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God. The climax is, "Behold, the tabernacle of God

is with men, and he will dwell with them."

Christian eschatology cannot be reduced to: Earth bad → soul escapes upward forever.

The canonical movement is toward: resurrection and renewed creation.
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XXXIII. “Where Your Treasure Lies”: A Small but
Important Misquotation

A reply to "where is home?" says "where your treasure lies." Another says "Where the heart is." The second is the familiar

proverb "home is where the heart is." It is not a Bible verse.

The first resembles Matthew 6:21, but the KJV reads: "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." The order

matters. Jesus does not teach that whatever one's heart already desires defines one's rightful home. He teaches that what one

treats as treasure directs the heart. The verse is therefore morally diagnostic rather than merely sentimental.
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XXXIV. What About the “Population Drop Off”?

Post 43009070 says the poster sometimes wishes to have been born after a coming "population drop off." No event, model,

date, population, or source is specified.

It could refer to demographic decline, war, an apocalypse, a conspiracy forecast, climate catastrophe, low fertility, or an

imagined civilizational reset. There is consequently nothing sufficiently defined to fact-check.

Evidentiary classification: underspecified prediction; evidentiary basis absent.

That is an important distinction. Researchers should not pretend to disprove propositions that have never been made

precise enough to test.
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XXXV. “Shadow Keepers” and the Lower Cave

Another poster says real problems cannot be addressed, refers to "shadow keepers," and says they cannot climb out of a

"lower cave." This may be occult language. It may be personal symbolism. It may refer to the cave metaphor already

circulating. It may be a meme. Nothing in the post allows us to confidently identify literal supernatural beings.

Christians in particular should avoid a subtle error here. Because Scripture teaches spiritual evil, it does not follow that

every entity named in internet occultism corresponds to a biblical demon.

"Archon," "loosh collector," "shadow keeper," "reincarnation trap technician," "alien parasite," and "demon" cannot simply

be declared synonyms without evidence. Biblical demonology should come from biblical texts. Modern occult taxonomies

need separate historical examination.
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XXXVI. Primary-Source Audit

Thread material Provenance finding What provenance establishes What it does not establish

Bodhisattva's
"garden and grove"

Dharmamitra, Flower
Adornment Sutra

The Buddhist quotation is
genuine.

That Mahayana cosmology has thereby been
independently demonstrated.

"Inner vision" /
spring of knowledge

Hodayot tradition and 
Gaster

The wording belongs to a real
Dead Sea Scroll translation/
reception stream.

That the internet wording is an untouched critical
translation or that mystical experience gives infallible
metaphysical knowledge.

"I make all things
new"

Revelation 21:5 The biblical phrase is genuine. The poster's domination scenario is taught by
Revelation.

Plato/cave imagery Plato's Cave The philosophical metaphor has a
real ancient source.

That the poster is demonstrably "outside" society's
cave.

"Loosh" Robert Monroe, Far
Journeys

The term has a documented
modern occult genealogy.

That "loosh" is an experimentally demonstrated
substance.

"Where your
treasure..."

Matthew 6:21 Biblical treasure/heart language is
real.

"Home is wherever your emotions point."
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XXXVII. Side-by-Side Context: What Happens When
Quotations Are Restored?

Thread fragment Restored context Result

"Samsara is the
bodhisattva's garden..."

The passage praises the bodhisattva for remaining engaged
in samsara for the training and liberation of beings.

It is less escapist than the surrounding
thread.

"I make all things new." Revelation 21:4-5 surrounds the phrase with God's dwelling
with humanity and the abolition of death, sorrow, crying,
and pain.

The 4chan fantasy radically reverses the
passage's moral direction.

"I want to leave with
Christ."

Philippians 1:21-24 includes Paul's desire to depart, but
immediately says remaining alive is "more needful" for
others.

Christian longing is not equivalent to
authorization of self-caused death.

"where your treasure
lies"

Matthew 6:21: "where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also."

Treasure directs the heart; the saying is not
"home is whatever your heart currently
wants."

"2000 more years" Acts 1:7 refuses confident knowledge of eschatological
times and seasons.

Scripture does not supply a countdown
formula.

The pattern is revealing. The more seriously we take the source texts, the less support they provide for simplistic escape.
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XXXVIII. What the Thread Gets Right

A rebuttal becomes untrustworthy if it refuses to concede anything. The thread gets several important things right at the

level of observation.

Human beings really can hate life. Ecclesiastes 2:17 says so explicitly.

Pleasure does not automatically solve existential dissatisfaction. Ecclesiastes itself explores pleasure, work, wealth,

wisdom, and mortality.

Human beings are strongly affected by biology. Hunger, pain, pleasure, sexual desire, fatigue, reward learning, and

fear profoundly influence behavior.

Institutions can manipulate people. Propaganda, fraud, organized deception, abusive governments, exploitative

corporations, cults, censorship, and coordinated conspiracies all exist historically. Skepticism toward power is not

irrational by definition.

People can conform without examining assumptions. Plato's Cave remains powerful precisely because human beings

inherit social pictures of reality.

Spiritual longing is real as a human phenomenon. People across cultures report estrangement, transcendence,

mystical experiences, existential homesickness, religious conversion, and a sense that ordinary material acquisition

does not exhaust human meaning.

Present creation contains enormous suffering. Christianity does not need to deny any of this.

The disagreement begins when these observations are made to carry conclusions they do not logically establish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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XXXIX. Where the Inference Breaks

Observation: I feel profoundly alienated.

Unsupported jump: Therefore I literally originated in another metaphysical realm.

Observation: Biological drives influence my behavior.

Unsupported jump: Therefore "Life" is a conscious parasite controlling me.

Observation: Powerful institutions hide information.

Unsupported jump: Therefore a unified elite administers consensus reality.

Observation: Some pleasures become less rewarding with repetition.

Unsupported jump: Therefore all elites are secretly miserable.

Observation: Some intelligent people are unhappy.

Unsupported jump: Therefore only stupid people can enjoy life.

Observation: Mystical experiences occur.

Unsupported jump: Therefore the experiencer's interpretation of the source is infallible.

Observation: Ancient Gnostic texts contain hostile or inferior creator imagery.

Unsupported jump: Therefore modern prison-planet lore is simply ancient Gnosticism rediscovered.

Observation: Monroe used the word "Loosh."

Unsupported jump: Therefore suffering is objectively harvested as metaphysical fuel.

Observation: Paul desired to depart and be with Christ.

Unsupported jump: Therefore Christianity sanctions causing one's own death to reach Christ.

Observation: Creation groans.

Unsupported jump: Therefore creation was evil from the beginning.

Once these transitions are made visible, much of the apparent complexity of the thread simplifies. The disagreement is

usually not with the initial observation. It is with the bridge.
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XL. Ecclesiastes as a Controlled Comparison

No biblical book is more useful here than Ecclesiastes. If our response to /x/ were simply, "A godly person would never

think life feels meaningless," Ecclesiastes would refute us.

The Preacher sees repetition. He sees the wise and foolish die. He sees labor pass to another. He sees injustice. He sees

pleasures fail to provide final satisfaction.

“Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous

unto me.”

Ecclesiastes 2:17

That sentence should prevent cheap Christian optimism. Yet Ecclesiastes does not conclude: therefore matter is an evil

prison controlled by archons; therefore death is salvation; therefore intelligent people must despise everyone enjoying

ordinary goods.

Even within the same passage that says "I hated life," Ecclesiastes recognizes ordinary enjoyment as something received

"from the hand of God" (Ecclesiastes 2:24). A person can perceive profound vanity and still receive creaturely goods as

goods. The biblical response to absurdity is therefore not denial, but neither is it metaphysical hatred of creation.
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XLI. Job as a Controlled Comparison

Job supplies a second safeguard. Job suffers catastrophically. His friends repeatedly offer explanatory systems. They are

convinced they know why. Job's experience does not fit their formulas. The book therefore legitimizes severe lament while

warning against overconfident causal theology.

A particularly important feature is often missed: Job himself is never given the heavenly prologue as his explanation. The

reader knows about the heavenly scene. Job does not receive a neat causal briefing. When God speaks, the speeches do not

reduce Job's suffering to a simple mechanism.

Methodological lesson from Job: suffering creates an urgent desire for explanation, but the urgency of the desire

does not guarantee the correctness of the explanation.

The thread repeatedly fills an explanatory vacuum with certainty. Job teaches reverence before what is not known. See Job

38-42.
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XLII. Biblical Anthropology: The Body Is Not the
Prison

The strongest biblical answer to anti-cosmic spirituality is not one proof-text. It is the Bible's entire treatment of the body.

Genesis 1-2 does not describe human beings as divine sparks accidentally trapped in matter. Human beings are created as

embodied creatures, and creation is declared good. The body is not introduced as the catastrophe. Sin and death enter the

biblical story as disorder.

That distinction becomes even stronger in the New Testament. John 1:14 says, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt

among us." Christianity's central claim is not that the divine teaches humans how to escape materiality. The divine Son

enters human embodiment.

Then the resurrection goes further. Christ does not save by permanently discarding his body. The Christian proclamation

is bodily resurrection. This makes the Incarnation and resurrection profoundly resistant to any theology in which matter 

as matter is the enemy.
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XLIII. Incarnation as the Anti-Gnostic Center

There is a reason early Christian debates about Christ's flesh mattered so much. If embodiment itself is the cosmic mistake,

the statement "the Word was made flesh" becomes theologically explosive.

The Christian God does not remain safely above embodiment while telling creatures how to flee. He enters it. This does

not mean every ancient thinker called Gnostic denied Christ's flesh in precisely the same way. Historical diversity again

matters.

The canonical point is clearer: the New Testament's answer to corrupted embodied existence is not the abolition of

embodiment. It is incarnation and resurrection. See John 1:14 and 1 Corinthians 15.

Internet anti-cosmic intuition: wake up and get out of the material trap.

New Testament proclamation: the Word became flesh, Christ rose, and mortal bodies will be raised.
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XLIV. Romans 8: The Creation Groans - but It Is
Being Liberated

Romans 8 almost sounds like the thread for several lines. Creation is subjected to vanity. There is bondage. There is

corruption. Creation groans. Believers themselves groan. That language is darker than a great deal of modern motivational

Christianity.

But then Paul tells us what the groaning means. Creation waits to be delivered from corruption. Believers await:

“the redemption of our body.”

Romans 8:23

Not redemption from having a body. Redemption of the body. That grammatical difference carries enormous theological

weight. The prison-planet intuition says body = jail. Paul says body = subject of redemption. The corruption is real. The

body is not therefore disposable.
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XLV. First Corinthians 15: Death Is Not the Door
That Saves Us

This chapter deserves a central place in any Christian response to suicide-as-liberation.

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”

1 Corinthians 15:26

Death is not humanity's secret friend. It is not the benevolent escape hatch inserted into an evil creation. It is an enemy

defeated through resurrection.

Later in 1 Corinthians 15 Paul speaks of the body sown in corruption and raised in incorruption. The phrase "spiritual body"

is sometimes misunderstood as though Paul meant "non-body." But Paul's argument concerns resurrection - the contrast is

between the present mortal condition and the transformed resurrection condition, not between dirty physical existence

and salvation as bodiless vapor.

“therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in

the work of the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 15:58

Resurrection hope sends people back into faithful action.
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XLVI. Creation - Fall - Redemption - Restoration

CREATION God creates. Creation is good. Human embodiment belongs to that good creation.

FALL AND
CORRUPTION

Sin, disorder, alienation, suffering, and death enter human experience. Creation groans.

REDEMPTION The Word becomes flesh. Christ dies and rises. Salvation centers on reconciliation with God

rather than secret cosmological knowledge possessed by an awakened elite.

RESURRECTION Death is defeated. The body is raised and transformed.

RESTORATION Revelation ends with a new heaven and new earth, New Jerusalem coming down, and God

dwelling with humanity.

That final architecture is radically different from prison-planet spirituality. The two systems can use similar words -

awakening, heaven, rulers, light, liberation - but they tell different stories.
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XLVII. Home Is Not Escape

So where, biblically, is home? The answer is more beautiful and more difficult than "somewhere else." There is a real sense

in which Christians are pilgrims. There is a real sense in which citizenship is heavenly. There is a real longing to be with

Christ. But biblical hope is not fundamentally hatred of God's creation.

Revelation 21:1-4 presents a city coming down, God dwelling with men, tears wiped away, and death disappearing. The

Bible's last movement is not "humans finally escape God's failed material project." It is "God completes redemption and

dwells with redeemed humanity in renewed creation."

Christian hope is not evacuation.

It is resurrection and restoration.

That is why "going home" needs theological correction. The biblical story does not end with saved souls successfully

escaping material existence forever. It ends with resurrection, embodied renewal, divine presence, and death itself

abolished.
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XLVIII. Strong Counterarguments

1. "Christianity is just another escape religion."

Christian texts distinguish the present age from the world to come, speak of heavenly citizenship, and describe being with

Christ after death. So the objection is not foolish. But permanent escape from embodiment does not fit the canonical end-

state. Philippians anticipates transformed bodies. Romans anticipates redemption of the body. 1 Corinthians 15 centers

resurrection. Revelation brings the holy city down into renewed creation. Christianity may be called eschatological.

Calling its final hope disembodied escape misdescribes its major resurrection texts.

2. "Romans 8 proves the world is a prison."

Romans does speak of bondage, but it also says the creature itself will be delivered. If creation itself were simply an evil

fabrication from which salvation meant removal, its liberation would be unnecessary. The passage describes corruption of

creation, not creation as corruption.

3. "Paul wanted to die."

Paul did express desire to depart and be with Christ. That fact should not be hidden. But Philippians 1:21-24 immediately

says remaining embodied is more necessary for other people, and Paul expects continued fruitful service. Desiring Christ is

not the same as authorizing self-killing.

4. "Resurrection is also an unverifiable metaphysical claim. Why privilege it over prison-
planet claims?"

As an empirical-methodological point, this objection is fair. A historian or scientist cannot simply treat Christian

resurrection doctrine as laboratory data because a Bible verse says so. This paper therefore does not pretend empirical

science has proven Christian eschatology. The distinction is that when the question becomes "What does Christianity

actually teach?", canonical Christian texts are the relevant primary sources. The theological claim must then be evaluated

philosophically, historically, and religiously on its own terms.

5. "Maybe the elites really do conspire."

Certainly possible in specific cases. History contains real conspiracies. That is why the correct rebuttal is never "conspiracies

cannot happen." The proper demand is specificity: who, did what, when, using what mechanism, supported by what

evidence? The 4chan post never gives us that.

6. "Maybe mystical experiences really do reveal another reality."

Possibly. Psychology cannot settle every metaphysical question by definition. But an experience and an interpretation

remain distinct. Competing religious traditions report powerful experiences interpreted within incompatible cosmologies.

Intensity alone therefore cannot adjudicate between them.
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XLIX. Logical and Rhetorical Appendix

Pattern Example in the thread Problem

Hasty generalization Intelligent people allegedly cannot enjoy life. Moves from selected impressions to a universal psychological
law.

Mind-reading Elites must secretly hate reality. Claims access to unobserved mental states.

False dilemma Either accept the world or "accept darkness/
hell."

Excludes more nuanced positions.

Ad hominem Racial abuse of Buddhist poster. Attacks the person rather than the doctrine.

Genetic fallacy Treating a claim as worthless because of
imagined ethnicity.

Origin does not determine truth.

Personification /
reification

"Life wants us to multiply." Converts a biological process into a conscious agent without
argument.

Non sequitur Biological drives exist, therefore life is a
parasite.

Conclusion does not follow without additional premises.

Self-sealing move Happy people are happy only because they
are stupid/asleep.

Counterexamples are redefined as confirmation.

Causal compression "Earth ruined my life." Many causes are collapsed into a single agent.

Appeal to private
revelation

Inner messages used as cosmological
evidence.

Experience may be sincere while inaccessible as independent
public evidence.

Equivocation "Suicide is no crime." Shifts between legal, moral, theological, and metaphysical
senses.

Scripture
decontextualization

"I make all things new" attached to a
domination fantasy.

A genuine phrase is detached from the argument and moral
context of Revelation.

Not every rhetorical flourish is a formal fallacy. The purpose of this table is to identify where an argument requires more

support, not to turn fallacy names into substitutes for reasoning.
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L. Claim-Evidence Matrix

Claim Classification Evidence available Assessment

The Buddhist "garden and grove" quote is real. Historical/textual Dharmamitra translation Verified

The "inner vision" wording derives from Dead
Sea Scroll/Hodayot material.

Historical/textual Hodayot scholarship; Gaster tradition Supported, with wording
caveat

"I make all things new" is biblical. Textual Revelation 21:5 Verified; context abused

All intelligent people hate life. Empirical systematic review; meta-analysis Contradicted as a universal
claim

Elites collectively run the Matrix. Empirical/
conspiracy

No actors, mechanisms, or documents
supplied.

Unsupported as stated

Biological drives influence behavior. Empirical Ordinary biological evidence. Supported

Biological drives prove "Life" is a conscious
controlling entity.

Metaphysical
inference

biology/function literature Unsupported

Life is literally a parasite. Biological/
metaphorical

No defined host-parasite relation for
"life itself."

Metaphorical, not
established biology

Modern prison-planet discourse uses Gnostic
and New Age material.

Historical/
sociological

Barzen 2025 Supported

"Loosh" is a modern occult term traceable to
Monroe.

Historical Far Journeys Verified genealogy

Loosh is objectively harvested from suffering. Metaphysical No independent empirical
demonstration supplied.

Unverified

Suicide is liberation from the prison. Metaphysical/
safety

Depends on unverified cosmology. Unsupported and safety-
relevant

Christianity teaches believers to escape matter. Theological John 1:14; Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians
15; Revelation 21

Contrary to major
canonical themes

Paul desired to be with Christ. Textual Philippians 1:21-24 Verified

Paul therefore endorses suicide. Theological
inference

Immediate context emphasizes
remaining alive for others.

Does not follow

Creation presently suffers. Biblical/theological Romans 8:20-23; Ecclesiastes 2:17 Explicitly biblical

Creation was originally intrinsically evil. Biblical/theological Genesis 1:31 Not biblical

Christian hope includes bodily redemption. Biblical/theological Romans 8:23; Philippians 3:20-21; 1
Corinthians 15

Explicitly biblical
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LI. Full Thread Chronology

Post Time Content / function Evidentiary note

43006683 Sep 25,
14:50

OP asks to "go home." Ambiguous existential statement.

43006693 14:53 Dinner/peas joke. Humor.

43006758 15:08 Mahayana "garden and grove" quotation. Authentic source quotation.

43006761 15:09 Earth blamed for ruined life. Personal testimony + causal compression.

43007093 16:54 "Inner vision" mystical quotation. Hodayot/Gaster-derived reception.

43007184 17:23 Self-proclaimed Messiah domination fantasy + Revelation
phrase.

Biblical phrase decontextualized.

43007205 17:29 Recurring cycles; next one better. Unsupported cosmological prediction.

43007228 17:35 Desire to leave with Christ. Theologically significant.

43007231 17:37 "That's the plan." Ambiguous assent.

43007235 17:38 Cyberstalker/gates/candles. Claim unverifiable from thread; partly humorous/
occult.

43007296 17:59 Encouragement to endure. Supportive rhetoric.

43007314 18:04 "2000 more years." Likely eschatological sarcasm.

43007580 19:26 Contempt for "normies." Alienation + mind-reading.

43007612 19:35 "sportsball" joke. Caricature.

43007655 19:45 Continuation of Buddhist passage. Same tripcode; authentic source.

43007695 19:53 Darkness/hell false binary. Rhetorical polarization.

43008352 23:03 Elite/Matrix/intelligence/parasite/design argument. Main philosophical-conspiratorial post.

43008456 23:28 Racist attack. Ad hominem/genetic fallacy.

43008684 Sep 26,
00:30

"Wherever you go..." Aphorism.

43008690 00:32 Suicide normalization/endless forms. Safety-relevant metaphysical statement.

43008732 00:49 "get out... get a life." Ambiguous; likely dismissive.

43008920 01:47 Active death-oriented research + loosh cosmology. Acute safety-relevant language.

43008977 02:01 "real self" experience and sadness. Phenomenological report.

43009035 02:24 "where is home?" Central philosophical question.

43009070 02:38 Wish to live after population decline. Undefined prediction.

43009076 02:40 Real problems/shadow keepers/lower cave. Symbolic or occult language; ambiguous.

L IBRARY OF  RICKANDRIA CAN WE GO HOME?

4Chan Narrative Breakdown by VCG - September 2026 58



Post Time Content / function Evidentiary note

43009079 02:41 "where your treasure lies." Biblical paraphrase.

43009493 07:19 "Where the heart is." Conventional aphorism.

Primary thread: 4chan /x/ thread No. 43006683. Original source / web edition: Library of Rickandria - Come Home.
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LII. Research Limitations

Identity. Apart from tripcoded material, anonymous posts cannot reliably be attributed to the same person. See 

4chan FAQ.

Sincerity. 4chan contains jokes, performance, roleplay, provocation, trolling, and sincere disclosures, often without

clear labels.

Ephemerality. Threads are automatically pruned, and a live thread can change between research snapshots.

Representativeness. One /x/ thread does not represent 4chan, /x/, occultists, Buddhists, Christians, suicidal people,

conspiracy believers, or the general public.

Psychology. A text can be analyzed rhetorically; a clinical diagnosis requires vastly more evidence.

Historical categorization. "Gnosticism" itself is contested and encompasses substantial diversity. See Williams.

Metaphysical scope. Empirical research can test claims such as the relationship between intelligence and life

satisfaction; it cannot automatically settle every question about God, rebirth, mystical experience, resurrection, or

ultimate reality.

Honesty about these limits does not weaken the analysis. It tells us exactly where the analysis ends.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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LIII. Glossary

Antinatalism
A family of philosophical positions opposing procreation in some or all circumstances. SEP

Archon
Greek for "ruler." In certain ancient Gnostic mythologies, cosmic ruling powers associated with the lower creator and

cosmos. Modern prison-planet usage often expands the ancient concept.

Bodhisattva
In Mahayana Buddhism, one committed to the path toward Buddhahood and the liberation of sentient beings.

Demiurge
"Craftsman" or creator figure. Plato's Demiurge is not simply identical with later hostile Gnostic creator figures; the term's

history is complicated.

Gnosis
Knowledge; in religious scholarship, often used for revelatory or salvific knowledge, though the category "Gnosticism"

remains debated.

Hodayot
Thanksgiving Hymns/Psalms among the Dead Sea Scrolls, especially 1QHa. Schuller & Newsom

Loosh
A term appearing in Robert Monroe's Far Journeys and subsequently incorporated into modern prison-planet energy-

harvesting theories. Monroe source

Nihilism
In the philosophy of life's meaning, broadly a position according to which the conditions necessary for meaningful life do

not obtain. SEP

Prison-planet hypothesis
A modern spiritual-conspiratorial family of beliefs portraying Earth as a system in which souls are confined, manipulated,

reincarnated, or harvested. Contemporary forms often synthesize Gnostic, New Age, occult, simulation, and

extraterrestrial themes. Barzen 2025

Samsara
Within Indian religious traditions, broadly the cycle or condition of worldly birth, death, and rebirth; precise meanings

differ by tradition.

Teleology
Explanation in terms of purpose, goal, or function. Biological function language does not necessarily entail a conscious

designer or intending biological agent. SEP

L IBRARY OF  RICKANDRIA CAN WE GO HOME?

4Chan Narrative Breakdown by VCG - September 2026 61

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/parenthood/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt32c008
https://www.scribd.com/document/128984667/Far-Journeys-The-Mistery-of-Loosh
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/life-meaning/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/sociology/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2025.1583960/full
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/teleology-biology/


LIV. Conclusion: The Feeling May Be Real; the
Cosmology Still Has to Be Proved

The remarkable thing about this short 4chan thread is not that it contains one coherent alternative religion. It does not. It

contains fragments: Buddhism, Christian language, Dead Sea Scroll mysticism, internet Gnosticism, Plato, The Matrix,

biological pessimism, conspiracy language, Robert Monroe's loosh mythology, jokes, racism, despair, hope, and a few

people apparently trying to keep strangers alive long enough to see another day.

The thread begins with a human sentence: "I don't like it here. Can we go home?" That is not an absurd question. It is one

of the oldest questions human beings ask in different forms. Why does existence hurt? Why do I feel alien here? Why am I

compelled by a body I did not choose? Why do people suffer? Why does pleasure fail? Why do institutions deceive? Why does

death exist? Why does reality seem wrong? Where do I belong?

The mistake is not asking. The mistake is believing that the emotional force of the question proves whichever cosmology

most powerfully explains the feeling.

Suffering is evidence that someone is suffering. It is not, without additional argument, evidence that archons made the

world.

Alienation is evidence of alienation. It is not by itself evidence that one's soul was imported from another universe.

Biological drives really constrain us. That does not make "Life" a conscious parasite.

Governments really can lie. That does not establish one undefined elite administering the Matrix.

Mystical experiences really occur as experiences. That does not make every interpretation of them infallible.

Robert Monroe really wrote about Loosh. That does not convert Loosh into established physics.

Paul really said he desired to depart and be with Christ. He also immediately said remaining embodied was more

needful for other people.

“Therefore I hated life.”

Ecclesiastes 2:17

“the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”

Romans 8:22

A biblical answer therefore cannot be: Nothing is wrong. Stop complaining. Something is wrong. Christian Scripture says

so. But Scripture also refuses the thread's deepest anti-cosmic temptation.
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Creation is not introduced as a dungeon. The body is not introduced as an error. The Creator does not feed upon human

anguish. The Word becomes flesh. Creation groans, but waits for liberation. Believers groan, but await the redemption of

the body. Death is called an enemy. Christ rises.

And the final vision is not saved spirits celebrating their successful escape from matter. It is a new heaven and a new earth.

It is a city coming down. It is God dwelling with men. It is tears wiped away. It is death abolished. It is:

“Behold, I make all things new.”

Revelation 21:5

The phrase the thread had ripped from Revelation turns out, in context, to answer the thread better than the poster who

appropriated it. The biblical narrative does not deny homesickness. It explains Christian homesickness as a longing not for

nonexistence, not for death, and not for hatred of embodiment, but for creation to become what corruption has prevented

it from being.

The person who suffers does not need his suffering mocked. He also does not need his suffering converted into proof of an

unverified cosmic prison. We can take the pain seriously without surrendering our standards of evidence. We can examine

ancient sources without flattening them. We can study conspiracy claims without pretending conspiracies never happen.

We can study psychology without diagnosing strangers. We can test mystical claims without ridiculing mystical experience.

And we can read Scripture without forcing isolated verses to say what their contexts deny.

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21

The feeling may be real.

The question may be real.

The suffering may be devastatingly real.

The cosmology still has to be proved.

And the biblical answer to the question "Can we go home?" is not a celebration of death, hatred of embodiment, or escape

from a botched creation. It is the hope that the God who made creation, entered it in flesh, and raised Christ from the

dead will finally redeem rather than abandon it.
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Not annihilation.
Not the prison door.

Resurrection.
Restoration.

Home.
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E X T E R N A L  S O U R C E S

Selected Sources and Further Reading

Every source below is an external link. The list intentionally includes the original Library of Rickandria page as well as the

primary 4chan thread and the principal historical, psychological, philosophical, biblical-text, and safety sources used in the

analysis.

Library of Rickandria - Come Home

https://libraryofrickandria.com/come-home/

4chan /x/ thread No. 43006683

https://boards.4chan.org/x/thread/43006683

4chan Official FAQ

https://4chan.org/faq

Bhikshu Dharmamitra, Flower Adornment Sutra, Chapter 38 excerpt

https://kalavinkapress.org/Jewels/book_excerpts/HY-EO_excerpts/HY-EO-V2_Ch.%2038_excerpt.pdf

Schuller & Newsom, The Hodayot (Thanksgiving Psalms): A Study Edition of 1QHa

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt32c008

Theodor H. Gaster, The Dead Sea Scriptures

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/58657/the-dead-sea-scriptures-by-theodor-gaster/9780385088596/

Michael Allen Williams, Rethinking "Gnosticism"

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7tbrf

Annika Barzen, Constructing unverifiable reality: prison planet conspiracy hypothesis

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/sociology/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2025.1583960/full

Robert A. Monroe, "Far Journeys: The Mystery of Loosh" excerpt

https://www.scribd.com/document/128984667/Far-Journeys-The-Mistery-of-Loosh

Douglas, Sutton & Cichocka, The Psychology of Conspiracy Theories

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5724570/

Wood, Douglas & Sutton, Dead and Alive: Beliefs in Contradictory Conspiracy Theories

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1948550611434786

Systematic review: Non-Cognitive Specificities of Intellectually Gifted Children and Adolescents

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10382067/

Gonzalez-Mule, Carter & Mount, Are smarter people happier?

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879117300039

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Teleological Notions in Biology

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/teleology-biology/

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - The Meaning of Life

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/life-meaning/

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Parenthood and Procreation

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/parenthood/

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

L IBRARY OF  RICKANDRIA CAN WE GO HOME?

4Chan Narrative Breakdown by VCG - September 2026 65

https://libraryofrickandria.com/come-home/
https://boards.4chan.org/x/thread/43006683
https://4chan.org/faq
https://kalavinkapress.org/Jewels/book_excerpts/HY-EO_excerpts/HY-EO-V2_Ch.%2038_excerpt.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt32c008
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/58657/the-dead-sea-scriptures-by-theodor-gaster/9780385088596/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7tbrf
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/sociology/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2025.1583960/full
https://www.scribd.com/document/128984667/Far-Journeys-The-Mistery-of-Loosh
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5724570/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1948550611434786
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10382067/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879117300039
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/teleology-biology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/life-meaning/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/parenthood/


Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Plato's Cave

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato-metaphysics/

NIMH - Warning Signs of Suicide

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/warning-signs-of-suicide

WHO - Preventing suicide: a resource for media professionals, update 2023

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240076846

King James Bible, Pure Cambridge Edition - Bible Protector

https://www.bibleprotector.com/KJB-PCE-PLAIN.pdf

Kurtis Hagen, Are Conspiracy Theories Problematically Self-Sealing?

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/episteme/article/are-conspiracy-theories-problematically-selfsealing/
58BAC2A2347BF7F7F59A64BC94752539

Harvard Theological Review - How the Gospel of Truth Depicts Paul's Secret Teaching

https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/DEC5FFAB793CF45956CA4B3C15DDE381/
S001781602300041Xa.pdf/div-class-title-how-the-gospel-of-truth-depicts-paul-s-secret-teaching-a-study-in-second-century-reception-
history-div.pdf

Research safety note

This paper discusses suicide because the primary source moves from existential dissatisfaction into suicide-

normalizing language and then to a post describing active death-oriented research. Procedural details have

intentionally not been reproduced. NIMH identifies researching or planning ways to die as a warning sign. In the

United States, the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline is available by calling or texting 988, or at https://988lifeline.org/.
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